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The Royal Australian Air

Force Is taking "flying sauc

er" reports in Australia seri

j ously.
�"

j In a statement "today — tlwl

first ever made officially" by the

Rjk.AJPj—a high-ranking officer

said the R.A.A.F. had
'

been in-,

vestigating "flying' saucer" re

ports since 1947.

He added that it had received

hundreds of reports. Each was

treated confidentially.

"We are anxious to get to the

bottom of the reports. Vfe have

an open mind, but who are we

to sajr the public is jnst seeing

things," he said.

"We don't know if are the

only planet with life on it or if

there are better brains in the

universe than ours.

"We should be flying into

space ourselves within a 100
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space ourselves within a 100

years

j

"Our investigations show that

10 jper cent, of the people re

porting to us, have definitely
seen something — and many of

the reports con espond.

"And many of the people mak

ing the reports should know

what they are .talking about—

especially pilots/*

Each report is investigated by
an R.A.A.F. intelligence offcer,

and 24 questions put
to!

the per
son making the report are tabu

lated in a two-page "Report of

Aerial Object Observed*;' form.

The R.A.A.F. then investigates
the report itself. A check is

made with the Deparment of
Civil Aviation and meteorologi
cal and astronomical experts.

Details of any plane or object
definitely established to be in the
area at the same time are then
added to the form.

The form is then placed in a

confidential file.

The reports are not published
to prevent people froir. making
faked sightings, and bo that a

true and accurate cheok ca.u bo
j

made on similar observations.
A R.A.A.F. official said vUie fol

lowing observations



Riverine Herald (Echuca, Vic. : Moama, NSW : 1869 - 1954; 1998 - 2002), Saturday 9 January 1954, page 1 (3)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article116851293

observations would make

any reasonable person think
twice before discarding, every re

port:
-7

Seventy-five per cent, of the re

ports in Australia have come

from the country, e'iminaling
any theory that people have
seen concentrations of aircraft
landing or taking e% re/lec

tions in the clouds from city
lights or aircraft landing
lights, and weather balloons.
Many of the reports have been

made by pilots or es-R.A.A.F.
men.

Too many of the reports were

similar for people to be just
seeing things.

"But we can't rtccep, these re

ports until we have some definite
information," he said.

"We want all people who firm
ly believe they have seen an un

identified object in <;,o sky to

report to us.
'

Investigations take time and

money, so we don't w;,:it reports
from people who h;:ve only
thought they have seon some

thing."
'

.1


