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RAAF. TAKING
FLYING
SAUCERS SERIOUSLY

The Royal Australian Air
Force s taking *“flying sauc-
or” reports in Australia seri-
ously,

In a statement today — thd
first ever made oﬁmtlf by the
'R.ALAF-—-a high-ranking officer
'said the R.A.AF. had been in-|

lvasugaung ‘“fiying sauncer” re-
;porta since 1947,

He added that it had receivedl
fhundndp of reports. ¥ach was!
| treated confidentially, l

“We are anxious to get to the ‘
bhottom of the reports. We have
ar open mind, but who arg wo |
to say the public i just seeing
things,” he sald.

“We don’t know if ws ar: the
only planet with life on it or il
there are better brains in the |
universe than oura

“We should be flylng into’
| space ourselves within a 100
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Ispace ourselves within a lﬂﬂ.r
years

“Our investizations show that
16 par cent. of the people re-
porting to us, have definitely
seen something — and many of
the reports correspond.

“Anud many of the people mak-
ing the reports should know
what they are talking ahout—
especially pilots.”

Each report is investigated by
tn R.A.AF. Intelligence offcer,
and 24 questions pugt to the per-
eon making the report are tabu-
lated in a two-page “Report of
Aerial Object Observed™ forim.

The R.A.AF. then investigates
the report itself. A e¢heck is
made with the Deparment of |
Civil Aviation and meteorologi- |
cal and astronomical ezperts,

Details of any plane or object |
definitely established to be in the |
area at the same time are Lh&u!
added to the form.

The form is then placed in a
confidential file.

The reporta are pot pamblished |
to prevent people from making
Iraksﬁ sightings, and su that a
true” and accurafe cherX can be
made on similir ohgerv.itions.

A R.AAF. ofticial said ‘the fol-
lowing observations weald make
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lowing observalions woald make

any reastnable person  think

twice beriore discarding every re-
port: '

Sevenly-live per cent. of the re.
ports in Austr:lia heve cumai
from the country, e'iminating
anv theory that pegple have
seen concentrations of aircraft
landing or taking c%, reflec-!
tions in the c'cuds ‘rom city 'i
lights or uircraft landing
lights, and weuther balloons,
Many of the reports have boen

made by pilots or exR.AAF.

men.

Too many of the reports were
similar for people t) be just
seeing things,

“But we can't fccepi the.e re-
ports until we huve sorre definite
information,” he said.

“We want all people who firm-
ly believe they have scen an un-
ldentified object in t.e sky to
report to us,

“Invesligations take time and
money, so we don't want reports
from people who bave only

thought they haye 86D some-
thing.” '
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